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the Bible?How do we interpret the Bible?

ORIGININSPIRATIONCANONICITYINTERPRETATION
(Hermeneutics)

Special Revelation
(Divine disclosure from

God)

Human Author with
Holy Spirit

Original Manuscripts

Hebrew and Greek
copies

Translations

came to

who produced

leading to

used to create

SourceProductQuality

GOD

Word of
God

words of
men

Inerrant
Totally

without error

Infallible
Unfailing in

purpose

Authoritative
Right to 

command belief

Verbal
(all words)

Plenary
(all parts)

written
in

INSPIRATION

Ancient Writings

tested for

Authenticity by:

Apostolic/Prophetic
origin

Doctrinal soundness &
consistency
Early church

acceptance/use

15 Apocrypha

Many Pseudepigrapha

Divisions

HistoricalPoeticProphetic

Divisions

NarrativeEpistlesApocalyptic

39 O
T

27 N
T

pass
fail

ILLUMINATION
God’s enablement

INTERPRETATION
Our methods

INTERDEPENDENT

Literal
normal sense

Historical
recognizes

time/culture

Grammatical
recognizes

grammar/syntax

Contextual
recognizes

author/setting
context

Allegorical

seeks deeper
meaning beyond

normal sense

Semi-
Allegorical

literal except
for prophecy


